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Figure 1: Hereford Bypass Route Corridor Options 
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ORANGE ROUTE OPTION 

1.3.8. The Orange route is 7.9km long and starts at the proposed SLR A465 roundabout taking a north east route to 
the eastern side of Forest View under Clehonger and Ruckhall Lanes and through Belmont Park cutting before 
a high level viaduct crossing of the Wye on a sweeping left hand curve. Rising the bypass passes over Lower 
Breinton Road before entering cutting and under Upper Breinton Road and a Non-Motorised User (NMU) 
overbridge. On leaving the cutting the bypass falls towards a new roundabout on A438 Kings Acre Road east 
of The Bay Horse Inn. The bypass takes a diagonal path north west through the potential Three Elms 
development site passing over Yazor Brook to a new roundabout on the A4103 Roman Road at Towtree Lane. 
A right-hand turn takes the bypass in cutting under Tillington and Canon Pyon Roads exiting on an easterly 
embankment over Lyde NMU underpass and terminating at a new roundabout on the A49 west of Holmer. 

CYAN ROUTE OPTION 
1.3.9. The Cyan route is 8.2km long and its route is common with the Orange route between its start at the proposed 

SLR A465 roundabout and where it diverges just south of Lower Breinton Road. At this point the bypass rises 
passing over Lower Breinton Road before entering cutting and under Upper Breinton Road and a NMU 
overbridge. On leaving the cutting the bypass falls towards a new roundabout on A438 Kings Acre Road 
immediately east of The Bay Horse Inn. The bypass again cut through the potential Three Elms development 
site, moving gradually away as it heads north passing over Yazor Brook to a new roundabout on A4103 
Roman Road near The Bolts with connection to Towtree Lane. A right-hand turn takes the bypass in cutting 
under Tillington and Canon Pyon Roads exiting on an easterly embankment over Lyde NMU underpass and 
terminating at a new roundabout on the A49 west of Holmer. 

YELLOW ROUTE OPTION 
1.3.10. The Yellow route is 7.9km long and its route is common with the Orange and Cyan routes between the start 

and where the Orange route diverges south of Lower Breinton Road, where Orange and Cyan routes diverge 
at the proposed NMU footbridge north of upper Breinton. On leaving the cutting the bypass falls towards a new 
roundabout on A438 Kings Acre Road east of The Bay Horse Inn. The bypass takes a diagonal path through 
the potential Three Elms development site passing over Yazor Brook to a new roundabout on A4103 Roman 
Road east of Towtree Lane. A right-hand turn takes the bypass in cutting under Tillington and Canon Pyon 
Roads exiting on an easterly embankment over Lyde NMU underpass and terminating at a new roundabout on 
the A49 west of Holmer. 

RED ROUTE OPTION 
1.3.11. The Red route is 8.1km long and starts at the proposed SLR A465 roundabout taking a northerly path to the 

western side of forest view under Clehonger and Ruckhall Lanes and through Belmont Park in cutting. The 
route option would then take the high level viaduct crossing of the Wye on a sweeping left hand curve at the 
same location as Orange, Cyan and Yellow routes. Upon exiting the viaduct the route option diverges from 
horizontal alignment of Orange, Cyan and Yellow routes. Rising the bypass passes over Lower Breinton Road 
before entering cutting and under Upper Breinton Road and a NMU overbridge. On leaving the cutting the 
bypass falls towards a new roundabout on A438 Kings Acre Road immediately east of The Bay Horse Inn 
(location of which is shared with Cyan route). The bypass follows the western boundary of the potential Three 
Elms development site passing over Yazor Brook to a new roundabout on A4103 Roman Road between 
Towtree Lane and Bovingdon Park (location shared with Yellow route). A right-hand turn takes the bypass in 
cutting under Tillington and Canon Pyon Roads exiting on an easterly embankment over Lyde NMU 
underpass and terminating at a new roundabout on the A49 west of Holmer. 

OLIVE ROUTE OPTION 
1.3.12. The Olive route is 7.8km long and shares its horizontal alignment with Red route from its starts at the 

proposed SLR A465 roundabout to immediately south of Ruckhall lane. The route option passes through 
Belmont Park in deep cutting before a straight high level viaduct crossing of the Wye. Rising the bypass 
passes immediately west of Warham House and over Lower Breinton Road before entering cutting and under 
Upper Breinton Road and a NMU overbridge. At this point the route option converges back with the horizontal 
alignment of the Red route until the proposed junction with the A49. 
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BLACK 1 ROUTE OPTION 
1.3.13. The Black 1 route is 8.3km long and has a common alignment with the Olive route from its start to Upper 

Breinton Rd where it has entered cutting and goes underneath a NMU overbridge. While in the cutting the 
bypass takes a left-hand curve northwest exiting to fall towards a new roundabout on A438 Kings Acre Road 
east of Conifer Walk. The bypass passes immediately east of Hereford Livestock Market to a new roundabout 
on A4103 Roman Road west of Pinstone House. A right-hand turn takes the bypass over Yazor Brook and 
ponds then in cutting under Tillington and Canon Pyon Roads exiting on an easterly embankment over Lyde 
NMU underpass and terminating at a new roundabout on the A49 west of Holmer. 

BLACK 2 ROUTE OPTION  
1.3.14. The Black 2 route is 8.7km long and shares its alignment with the Red route from its start until Upper Breinton 

Rd where it shifts to the Black 1 route, converging at the proposed NMU overbridge. 

1.4 PUBLIC CONSULTATION  
1.4.1. Herefordshire Council has undertaken two of the three planned phases of public consultation during the 

development of the HTP project.  

1.4.2. The aim of these consultation phases is to present the possible bypass routes and the possible types and 
locations of walking, cycling, bus and public realm improvements. In addition to these phases there will be on-
going consultation with key stakeholders at key periods during the project. The three phases are: 

 Phase 1: Introduce the HTP, consult on transport problems in Hereford, issues and constraints within the 
bypass corridor and ideas for walking, cycling and bus improvements – 4th April 2017 to 22nd May 2017; 

 Phase 2: Present possible bypass routes and walking, cycling, bus and public space improvements – 6th 
February 2018 to Tuesday 20th March 2018; and 

 Phase 3: Present proposed bypass route and walking, cycling, bus and public space improvements – Mid 
2018. This would be statutory consultation.  

1.4.3. The first phase of HTP consultation consisted of consultation period exhibitions, which were held at two easily 
accessible venues in the centre of Hereford - The Courtyard and the Library. This first phase was combined 
with the Hereford Area Plan (HAP) Issues and Options consultation which focused on the detailed proposals, 
in relation to housing, jobs, employment, transport etc., to ensure the delivery of the city-specific policies in the 
Core Strategy. 

1.4.4. The second phase of consultation (non-statutory) was undertaken on Tuesday 6th February 2018 and ran for 
a six week period, which closed on Tuesday 20th March 2018. This phase undertook consultation with the 
people of Herefordshire in relation to a proposed bypass and walking, cycling bus and public realm 
improvements, together comprising the HTP. 

1.4.5. The third phase of consultation (statutory) will: 

 Ensure compliance with requirements of 2008 Planning Act if required; 
 Explain how Phase 2 consultation feedback has informed the development of the HTP; 
 Present the preferred bypass route; 
 Present preliminary environmental impacts and proposed avoidance and mitigation measures;  
 Present proposed walking, cycling, bus and public realm improvements; and 
 Seek feedback about:  

 The preferred bypass route; 
 The preferred walking, cycling, bus and public realm improvements; 
 Issues and constraints; 
 Demographic and travel behaviour.  

1.4.6. Should a Development Consent Order be required, the responses to the third phase of consultation will be 
documented in a Statement of Community Consultation. 
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 Encouraging people with protected characteristics to participate in public life or in other activities 
where their participation is disproportionately low. 

 Foster good relations between people who share protected characteristic and those who do not. This 
includes: 

 Tackling prejudice;  
 Promoting understanding; and 
 Eliminating unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation. 

2.1.4. The duty also applies to private sector companies when carrying out functions or services on behalf of public 
sector bodies.  
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 Sensitive receptors - these have been identified within the Core Strategy route corridor. The Core Strategy 
route corridor is displayed in Figure 1.  
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4.3.2. Likely journeys to take place to and from Hereford include: 

 Journeys to and from the communities situated to the west of Hereford, such as Stretton Sugwas and 
Brienton, via the A438 and A4103, are likely to be made by residents to access secondary schools, health 
facilities, assisted facilities and places of worship. 

 Journeys from residents situated on and around Roman Road who may use the Public Rights of Way 
(PRoW) to access Whitecross Hereford High School within the north west of Hereford; and  

 Residents within Clehonger and Belmont, south of the River Wye who may travel to Hereford to access 
GPs and Pharmacys within Hunderton. These journeys may be undertaken using the PRoW or by car via 
the A465. 

4.4 PUBLIC TRANSPORT, PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLING FACILITIES 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT 

4.4.1. The scheme has the potential to result in the temporary closure or relocation of the bus stops within the route 
corridor during construction. The construction and operational phases of the scheme therefore have the 
potential to disproportionately affect certain vulnerable groups; in particular the elderly, the young and women 
(including pregnancy and maternity) who are likely to use public transport regularly (Department for Transport 
(DfT), 2016)5. 

4.4.2. There are several bus services on roads that are traversed by the bypass route options. There is also potential 
for the bypass options to disrupt bus services on roads at either end of the proposed routes. The bus stops for 
the following services and the roads in which they run along include: 

 Holmer Road (A49) 

 492 

 Canyon Pyon Road (A4110) 

 498, 501, 502, 504 and 802 

 Tillington Road (stop at St Mary’s Park) 

 437 and 477 

 King’s Acre Road (A438) (stops at the Bay Horse Inn, Wyevale Garden Centre and Conifer Walk) 

 X15, 71, 71A, 71B, 446, 461, 462 and 463 

 Breinton Lane 

 436 

 Clehonger Road (stop at Abbey Cottages) 

 39, 39a, X39, 447, 448 and 449 

 Abergavenny Road (A465) (stop at Belmont Abbey) 

 X3, 413, 440 and 441. 

4.4.3. There are no railway stations or railways within the route corridor. The Hereford railway station is the nearest 
in the vicinity and is located 3.3km east. 

PEDESTRIANS 
4.4.4. The following footpaths intersect the route corridor considered within this assessment:  

 There is a public footpath (Pipe and Lyde Footpath 9) which transverses several agricultural fields from 
Lyde Arundel to the A4103 Roman Road. The footpaths are hidden from the roads due to the high hedges 
which line the carriageways.  

 Between Tillington Road and Tow Tree Lane there is a public footpath (Burghill Footpath 11) connects 
both roads via the public footpath. The field runs adjacent to a field boundary, and adjacent to the Yazor 
Brook.  

                                                   
5 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file/633077/national-

travel-survey-2016.pdf  
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 Towards the west of the A4110, there are a network of several footpaths (Hereford 1, 55, 37, 38) which 
connect several of the lanes within Huntington between the A4103 and A410. Footpaths 55 and 38 follow 
the Yazor Brook, Footpath 1 connects the A4103 with Hunting Court Lane, and Footpath 37 connects 
Hunting Lane wih the A4110. The views from the paths are restricted due to the hedgerows and mature 
trees which mark the edges of the field boundaries and river corridors.  

 Towards the east of the A480 there are three footpaths (Footpath 11, 35 and 53) which connect the A438, 
A480 and A4103. Footpath 11 and 53 cuts through an industrial retail park with a garden centre, therefore 
the views from here are limited by the surrounding buildings. Footpath 35 runs adjacent to an agricultural 
field boundary. There is a hedgerow separating the footpath from the field, beyond this there are wide, flat 
and open views across the landscape of the agricultural fields.  

 Towards the west of the A480 there are two footpaths (Footpaths 11 and 5). Both paths are located along 
the boundaries of the agricultural field between the A480 and A438, there are no hedgerows restricting 
views, however this area is more built up, with a flat landscape, therefore the views only extend a few 
hundred meters over the area before being restricted by mature trees and buildings.  

 South of the A438 there are several bridleways which interconnect.  Bridleways 2A, 9 and 3 link the A438 
Kings Acre Road with Bridleway 25 which is also known as Green Lane. Bridleway 25 provides an east to 
west link from White Cross to Breinton Lane via Drovers Wood and Green Lane Wood. Bridleway 9 
continues past Bridleway 25 heading south past Upper Hill Farm to Breinton Lane.   

 To the north of the River Wye is Footpath 2 which heads west from Broomy Hill near Warham House into 
Breinton. Also Footpath 1 also known as the Wye Valley Walk heads from the centre of Hereford along the 
northern bank of the River Wye into Breinton. A short path, Footpath 8, links Broomy Hill and Footpath 2 to 
Footpath 1.   

 To the south of the River Wye, Footpath 7 heads west from Belmont, through Belmont House 
Unregistered Park and Garden to Church Road. 

4.4.5. The majority of PRoWs outside of the built-up areas of Hereford are set within agricultural land and are likely 
to be used primarily for recreational purposes. However, the paths are not well connected to the more 
recreational paths such as the Wye Valley Walk and do not provide any circular walks due to the River Wye 
which has limited crossings.  

CYCLISTS 
4.4.6. There are no National Cycle routes within the route corridor which will be affected by any of the scheme 

options. 

4.4.7. It is likely that PRoWs within the study area are not well used by cyclists, as most of the tracks identified 
during a recent walkover survey were separated by numerous stiles, and most were along un-surfaced tracks 
or on grass/mud and as such were not thought to be suitable for cyclists. As a result, cyclists in the area are 
likely to be limited to the road network. 

4.5 SENSITIVE RECEPTORS 
4.5.1. There are a number of sensitive receptors located within Hereford, which are situated within or adjacent to the 

Hereford Bypass Core Strategy corridor (Section 3.3). The following have been identified: 

SCHOOLS 
4.5.2. Whitecross Hereford High School is located along Three Elms Road and to the north west from the centre 

Hereford. The closest route options to Whitecross Hereford High School are the Yellow and Orange routes, 
located 770m and 800m west, respectively. This falls just outside of the Core Strategy corridor.  

4.5.3. There are several other schools in Hereford which may require journeys to and from the communities situated 
to the west of Hereford. These include Riverside Primary School, The Brookfield School, Our Lady’s Catholic 
School, Holmer CE Academy and Hereford Cathedral School. 

PLACES OF WORSHIP 
4.5.4. There are several places of worship that fall within the Core Strategy corridor. These include Saint Michael’s 

Church Breinton and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

4.5.5. The closest bypass options in relation with Saint Michael’s Church Breinton are the Olive and Black 1 routes, 
located 620m east. Multiple bypass options fall either side of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
which is located along Kings Acre Road. The Black 1 and 2 routes are situated 300m west, whilst the Red, 
Olive and Cyan routes are located 320m east. 
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OTHER FACILITIES 
4.5.6. The Hereford Community Farm, which was developed as a centre to provide therapeutic land based activities 

and skills training for people whom face disadvantage through disability, mental health, ill health, social need 
or any other condition.  

4.5.7. Five (Orange, Cyan, Yellow, Red and Black 2) of the Hereford Bypass scheme route options will pass through 
the land associated with the Hereford Community Farm, with the other two (Olive and Black 1) being located 
150m to the west of the land owned by the farm. 
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DISABILITY 
5.2.8. People with disabilities have specific access needs and are more likely to rely on public transport to access 

services, facilities and social engagements (DfT, 2016). The expressways customer insight survey (Ipsos Mori, 
2017) showed that 30% of respondents with a long term limiting illness or disability had not used the strategic 
road network during the past 12 months compared with 14% of the population overall. Therefore those with 
disabilities that limit mobility may be disproportionately affected by impacts on public transport services 
(changes to bus services or bus stops) and/or NMU facilities.  

5.2.9. The Hereford Community Farm, which was developed as a centre to provide therapeutic land based activities 
and skills training for people whom face disadvantage through disability is likely to be affected by all of the 
scheme options. Five route options (Orange, Cyan, Yellow, Red and Black 2) will pass through the site of the 
Hereford Community Farm, with the other two route options (Olive and Black 1) being located within a close 
vicinity. All proposed routes will cause disruption to the facilities current practice and noise and visual impacts 
will mean that the provision offered for attendees may no longer be viable. Further assessment is required to 
understand the level of impact each route option would have on the community farm and its users.  

RELIGION, ETHNICITY, SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND TRANSGENDER 
5.2.10. There is no clear evidence, data or rationale to consider any of the route options will have a disproportionate 

effect on these groups at this stage. 

5.2.11. Despite there being houses of worship (churches) within the core strategy area, it is anticipated that access to 
these locations will not be inhibited and that demolition will not be required. Therefore, no disproportionate 
impact is predicted on the elderly or on those of the Christian faith.  

5.2.12. However, new impacts could be identified during detailed design and the screening out of these protected 
characteristic groups should be reviewed at each design stage.  
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6 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
6.1.1. On completion of the equality impact screening, it has been identified that key elements of the Scheme which 

could disproportionately affect vulnerable groups are as follows: 

 Scheme development and design considerations: 

 Amendments to public transport facilities, such as bus stops;  
 Impacts on physical accessibility to rural and community facilities, due to increases in PRoW length 

and permanent closure of certain routes as well as potential changes to footpath gradients; and 
 Impact on the Hereford Community Farm. Disruption caused by proximity to the Bypass or direct 

land take may affect its current capacity to offer therapeutic services and also its viability as a 
business.   

 Construction considerations: 

 Pedestrian or community severance due to construction activities;  
 Temporary changes and diversions to the road or footpath; 
 Temporary changes to public transport facilities; 
 Noise, dust, light and environmental impacts associated with the scheme route options have the 

potential to impact on health and wellbeing of the local populations; and 
 The area has several trip attractions/local services that are likely to be impacted by the Scheme. 

Access to these attractors and local services could be affected during construction. 

6.1.2. Based on the potential impacts that have been outlined above, the Screening has identified that a full EqIA 
should be carried out for the following protected characteristic groups: 

 Gender; 
 Age; 
 Disability; and 
 Pregnancy & Maternity. 

6.1.3. The level of impact on these groups from each route option will need to be assessed through an EqIA, 
gathering further evidence to enable sound equality decision making. All other groups with protected 
characteristics have been screened out of an EqIA as they are not considered to experience differential 
impacts at this stage. 

6.1.4. There is potential for benefits for groups with protected characteristics in the development of the Hereford 
Bypass including improved traffic flow and journey times and increased safety and security. It is important that 
these benefits continue to be developed and promoted with these most vulnerable users in mind so as to 
ensure and advance equality of opportunity. 

6.1.5. The EqIA for the scheme (short list of route options) will be completed before the third phase of public 
consultation (refer to Section 1.4 for further details). 
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